Overview
The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral's Sunday School program nurtures our most precious resource—our youth. Children raised in this program are taught the spiritual values of Greek Orthodox Christianity, and the rich customs and Traditions of the Greek culture.
Our Sunday School is equipped with the latest and best teaching aids, a sound, yet flexible, curriculum, and is staffed by qualified teachers. Our program has three goals:
1. To educate our children spiritually and morally, in accordance with the teachings of Jesus Christ, and the faith and Traditions of the Greek Orthodox Church;
2. To develop in our children the habit of attending church regularly, studying the Scriptures, and participating conscientiously in the worship and sacramental life of our church;
3. To cultivate in our children a Greek Orthodox Christian conscience and devotion to our ideals to prepare them, so that they become faithful and devoted dynamic members of our church, our community, and our country.
Today, our Sunday School has an enrollment of approximately 100 students and 7 classes.
Sunday School Hours
Students are required to be in the Cathedral at 10:00 am for worship with their class and remain with their teachers (unless it is Family Worship Day) until they have been dismissed (12:00 noon) by their teacher. At the end of class, the students are sent to the Lunchroom in the Educational Building, to meet their parents for coffee hour.

Family Worship
The first Sunday of each month is dedicated to family worship.  After Holy Communion, the students will join their class as they exit the Cathedral and remain with their teachers until they have been dismissed from Sunday School. At the end of class, the students are sent to the Lunchroom to meet their parents for coffee hour.

Contributions
A $20.00 contribution is requested, per child, at the beginning of the Sunday School year (during registration). In addition, students are encouraged to make weekly offerings to the donation tray, which is circulated after communion. The registration contribution is not required but will defray the cost of books, snacks, visual aids, and other Sunday School supplies needed for the academic year.

Praxis Subscription 
PRAXIS is a magazine that links the local parish, home, and national Religious Education office. The magazine's format focuses on "total parish education" and includes catechetical material, religious home school lessons, leadership development, internet reviews, and continuing education for Greek Orthodox Christians of all ages. The annual subscription rate is only $10.00 when you subscribe through Sunday School.

Classrooms
Sunday School classes are held in the new Cultural Educational Building which is across the patio from the Cathedral. Parents are encouraged to wait for the children in the Lunchroom of the Educational Building. 

Curriculum
The Cathedral's Sunday School curriculum is tailored to meet children's spiritual needs across various ages. For the younger children, the curriculum tends to focus on the child's individual needs and deals with Christianity in general terms. The curriculum flexes to the children's interests and desires, making the learning process enjoyable and fun. For the older children, the curriculum becomes more systematic, but encourages the students to voice their own thoughts and opinions. Throughout the year, workshops will be provided for additional opportunities with subject matters that are primarily centered on the religious Traditions in the Greek Orthodox Church, but will frequently apply religious learning to real-world situations and events. The goal for our older children is to help them apply the fundamentals of Christianity in their life journey and everyday interactions. To enroll in the workshop classes, children must be an active member of the Holy Trinity’s Greek Orthodox Sunday School program.

Workshop Classes
Icons in the Orthodox Churches – Students are introduced to Iconography, i.e. both the practical and the theoretical part of the iconographic tradition. The workshop will have an explanation of iconic symbolism, theological/philosophical, and their meaning and function within the Church.  
Godparent Sunday – Students and Godparents attend a group discussion on Orthodoxy. 
Journey through Holy Week with Books, Games, and Posters – Students will follow Christ and the Church through each stage of Holy Week—from the Saturday of Lazarus to the Agape Vespers service—utilizing books and creating games and posters. 
Symbols in the Orthodox Christian Churches 
Holiday Performances 
Bread, Water, Wine, and Oil   – This workshop will also teach the students the tradition and art of baking Prosforo.
Heaven on Earth—The Divine Liturgy – Students will learn, through special features which include a "visual dictionary" of liturgical items, a look at Church architecture, and an exploration of the Creed's scriptural foundations. They will develop an understanding through active engagement with prayers, hymns, readings, and the Eucharist. 
Junior Choir
One of the many ministries offered to our youth at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral is participation in the Junior Choir. Each Sunday, offered through the Sunday School program, students rehearse the music of the Divine Liturgy. Here, the students are introduced to the responses and hymns of our Church and learn their significance to the Liturgy. They rehearse both in English and Greek phonetics. At various times during the year, the Junior Choir is invited to chant these hymns during Sunday services. 
We are currently searching for a Volunteer Youth Choir Director.
To enroll in the Youth Choir, children must be enrolled and be an active member of the Holy Trinity’s Greek Orthodox Sunday School program.

St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
The St. John Oratorical Festival is held annually in the spring for the 7th through 12th grades in the Sunday School program. This Festival is an important opportunity for young people to research and prepare 3 to 5 minute speeches expressing their thoughts and knowledge about different aspects of Orthodox Christian saints’ lives, liturgical cycles, hymns, doctrines and, traditions. The oratorical themes and topics change each year. The speeches are presented at the local level, and finalists proceed to the District, Metropolis, and National Festivals.
Retreats are offered with Public Speaking and Religious Mentors who will be available to all participants who register. 
To enroll in the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, children must be enrolled and be an active member of the Holy Trinity’s Greek Orthodox Sunday School program. 
Altar Boys (Acolytes)
All boys in the parish, 8 years old and older, may serve as an Altar Boy. It is an opportunity for our youth to take a dynamic part in the celebration of the divine services. It is a true honor and blessing serving the church in this capacity. 

Our Sunday School curriculum offers an Altar Boy Instructional program.  Through active participation in the Divine Liturgy on Sundays and Feast Days, the program instructs our Altar Boys on the meaning of the Divine Liturgy, special services, and the fundamental sacraments of the Orthodox Church.
Through this special Sunday School program, the Altar Boys will meet with their instructor prior to Divine Liturgy to review elements of the Divine Liturgy. Primarily, the Altar Boys will focus on the day's Gospel lesson or Epistle reading and interpreting its meaning and relevance to their lives. Upon concluding their lesson, the Altar Boys ascend to the altar and assist with the Divine Liturgy.
To enroll in the Altar Boy program, children must be enrolled and be an active member of the Holy Trinity’s Greek Orthodox Sunday School program. 

2010-2011 Sunday School Calendar and Special Events
September 5		Sunday School begins—Family Worship
September 19		Picture Day-Grades 5-Youth Forum/Altar Boys, Jr. Choir
September 26		Picture Day-Pre-K-Grade 4/Sunday School Staff
			4th Grade receives their Bibles—Lunchroom at 11:45am
October 3		3rd Grade receives Icons—Lunchroom at 11:45am
			Sunday School Workshop Programs
October 10		No Sunday School (Greek Festival)
October 17	Teacher’s Meeting 
October 17-31	Sunday School Workshop Programs
November 7	Family Worship
November 12-14	Godparent Weekend Activities/Luncheon
November 21	Teacher’s Meeting



December 4		All Youth Christmas Day of Cheer
			9:00 am Divine Liturgy, St. George Chapel
			Activities to follow
December 5	Stewardship Sunday—Family Worship
	Pick up Stewardship envelopes
December 19		Christmas Pageant
December 25	Nativity According to the Flesh of Our Lord & Saviour Jesus Christ
December 26	No Sunday School
January 2	Sunday School Resumes/Vasilopita Cutting Service
	Family Worship
January 9-30	Sunday School Workshop Program
January 30 		Teacher’s Meeting 
February  4	Talent Show
February 20	OCMC Charity Event
February 26	Oratorical Practice and Workshop
February 27	Judgment Sunday/Meat Fare Sunday
	Creative Art/Oratorical Festival
March 6	Forgiveness Sunday/Cheese Fare Sunday
March 7	Great Lent Begins (Clean Monday)
March 13	Sunday of Orthodoxy – Procession of Icons
March 20-April 17	Workshop Programs
March 27	Teacher’s Meeting
April 3	Family Worship
	2nd Grade 10 Commandments—Lunchroom 11:45 am
April 10	1st Grade recites Lord’s Prayer—Lunchroom 11:45 am
April 16	Saturday of Lazaros Orthros (Matins) 8:00 am, Divine Liturgy  9:00 am – Folding of the Palm Crosses, Pancake Breakfast and Children’s Confessions immediately following
April 17	Palm Sunday
April 22	Holy Friday
April 24	Pascha (Resurrection of Our Lord)
	No Sunday School
May 1	Family Worship
May 15	Teacher’s Meeting
May 29	Sunday School Patio Awards and family picnic
June 5-10	Pan-Orthodox Camp 4th Grade to H.S. Seniors
June 20-24	OPA Vacation Bible School PreK-4 to 3rd Grade
 



